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SPECIAL SECTION

wenty-five years ago, Glass Performance Days (GPD), then known as Glass
Processing Days, wasn't much more than a small seminar. About 30 people
from the glass industry came together in Tampere, Finland to discuss inno-
vations in equipment and machinery. The event was originally produced by
the company known as Tamglass, today as Glaston.

“There was no industry tradition in the glass business with a focus on sharing
information for the common good,” says Jorma Vitkala, chairperson of the GPD orga-
nizing committee. “In this respect, glass companies differed a lot from the scientific
community where information was freely shared. The early years [of GPD], perhaps
even the first five to ten years, were marked by fighting to have a good idea accepted.
It became clear to me, however, that the challenges faced and solutions required were
common across the world.”

Vitkala and his team knew this knowledge and information needed to be shared,and
the conference quickly grew. GPD took place annually until 1995, when participation
grew to 400. The next GPD took place in 1997 and became a biennial conference.

continued on page 52
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continued from page 53

Major GPD
Milestones

1999
GPD became the largest

conference in the glass industry
with 800 attendees.

2007

The largest number of participants
attended in GPD history

(1,100 attendees).

2009

The most speeches (199) were
made at the conference.

GPD 2017 Schedule at a Glance
Wednesday, June 28

4:00 p.m. GPD Opening

7:00 p.m. Get Together Party

Thursday, June 29
8:00-10:15 a.m. Presentations and Sessions
10:15-11:00 a.m. Coffee Break, One-on-One Meetings, Step-Change

11:00 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Presentations and Sessions

12:15-1:45 p.m. Lunch

1:45-3:00 p.m. Presentations and Sessions

3:00 -3:45 p.m. Coffee Break, One-on-One Meetings, Step-Change
3:45-5:00 p.m. Presentations and Sessions

7:30-11:00 p.m. Conference Dinner

Friday, June 30

8:00-10:15 a.m. Presentations and Sessions

10:15-11:00 a.m. Coffee Break, One-on-One Meetings, Step-Change
11:00 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Presentations and Sessions

12:15-1:45 p.m. Lunch

1:45-3:00 p.m. Presentations and Sessions

3:00 -3:45 p.m. Coffee Break, One-on-One Meetings, Step-Change
3:45-5:00 p.m. Presentations and Sessions

7:00 p.m. Farewell Party

GPD Finland,

by the Numbers

Number of
Participants

Total: 8,431

1992 1993 1994 1935 1997 1999 2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015
30 80 100 400 600 800 850 880 850 MO0 850 835 905  BGI
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SPECIAL SECTION

Participant Seniority Profiles

Company Owners/CEQs/Presidents/Vice-Presidents/Directors

Bl I

Participant Main
Business Areas

Q Technical Experts

Academics
SE

International Press
2

20-25%

Architecture 63%

Participant Company Activities

Solar 7%

Academic 5%

Appliances 15%

Transportation 10%

Infographic source: GPD
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continued from page 55

GPD is broken out into different tracks so participants can take in the ones

best-suited to their business needs.

Focus on Knowledge

PD is not your typical conference

or event. It is an independent

forum dedicated to the develop-

ment of the global glass industry

through education. It also ad-
dresses the entire glass industry supply
chain—from researchers to architects,
designers, glass producers, processors,
equipment providers, universities and
end-users. In addition to the high-level
knowledge, presentations and work-
shops, GPD offers unforgettable net-
working and social activities.

The GPD 2017 opening ceremony
will take place on June 28 at the Tahti
Areena, a new venue for the event. Key-
note speakers will include:

James Carpenter, founder, James Car-
penter Design Associates Inc.

Michael Robinson, CEO and design
director, ED Design srl

Bernard Savaéte, founder BJS.

Différences
Esko Aho, executive chairman of the

board, East Office of Finnish In-

dustries, Former Prime Minister of

Finland; and
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Stephanie Akkaoui Hughes, AKKA
Architects

The opening get-together party at the
same venue will follow.

Getting Social

When it comes to networking, GPD
is like no other event. In addition to
extended coffee breaks and lunches,
participants have several other social
activities to enjoy. These include:

+ The opening get-together party
on June 28 provides an opportu-
nity to meet old as well as new col-
leagues and includes a buffet-style
dinner.

+ The conference buffet dinner
on June 29 will offer food, drinks
and entertainment in a unique
setting.

+ The farewell party on June 30 is
the must-attend event of GPD. It will
take place in an informal setting and
includes special networking oppor-
tunities, activities and memorable
entertainment.

SPE

CIAL SECTION

Presentations
and Sessions

Sessions will take pla

ce June 29-30

under six different tracks. Those

include:
Facades

+ Glass and Sustainability in

Buildings
+ Smart Glazing

+ Facade Engineering
+ Complex Geometry

« Do’s and Don'ts in

the Design

and Installation of Building

Facades

» Facade Contractor’s Forum
Glass in Architecture
+ Structural Glass Applications

 Architect Forum

+ Architectural Challenges and

Solutions

Scientific Session
+ Research and Development
Glass Processing
+ Tempering/Pre-processing

+ Quality Managem
+ IGU and Window

ent
Technology

+ Coatings Technology and

Applications
Laminated Glass

Market Trends & Future

Opportunities

« Market Trends and Future

Opportunities
Specialty Glass

+ Use of Glass in Transportation

continued on page 58

www.usglassmag.com

© 2017 USGlass magazine. 540/720-5584 All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.




Photos: GPD

ver the past quarter century,

thousands of people from

around the world have traveled

to Tampere, Finland—“the

land of the midnight sun”—to
take part in GPD as both attendees and
presenters. Many agree it’s the one con-
ference that’s a must when it comes to
the latest advances and technologies
across the entire glass industry.

Ren Bartoe, director of glass and in-
dustrial technologies with Vesuvius,
didn’t make the first official GPD, but had
the opportunity to join the gathering of
global glass and equipment experts be-
ginning with the second conference.

“T have seen it evolve from a some-
what specialized focus on glass pro-
cessing and fabrication to a conference
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A Place to See

and

encompassing every aspect of the in-
dustry from design and engineering
through processing and fabrication,
decorating and energy efficiency, to
education and addressing economic
implications,” says Bartoe. “The con-
ference reaches out to students, glass
professionals, designers and architects,
and the environmental and economic
communities alike”

Mic Patterson, director of strategic
development for Schuco-USA, has a
similar perspective.

“GPD provides a unique immersion
in architectural glass and facade tech-
nology, with professionals gathering
from the world over to share their latest
experiences and insights. The programs
are designed to facilitate knowledge

Be Seen

transfer and information exchange,” he
says. “Jorma Vitkala is a host extraor-
dinaire. The days are long, the parties
longer; the networking experience and
access to industry thought leaders in
this distraction-free environment are
unprecedented. Career-long bonds are
formed in Tampere?”

One of this year’s keynote present-
ers, James Carpenter, founder of James
Carpenter Design Associates Inc., has
been involved with GPD for many years
and says the event serves a unique, im-
portant purpose.

“One of the most interesting aspects
of GPD is that it gives us the ability to
connect with all the technical people in
the industry, whether it’s in coatings,
sealants, or other areas. And it’s an un-
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usual conference in the sense that there
are so many technical papers being
provided. Other conferences tend to be
much more generic, more sales-related.
At GPD, we [as designers] can meet
with colleagues whose work has a di-
rect relationship to what we do”

He continues, “What makes GPD
special is the sharing of information.
Often times, the industry wants to be
more protective of its technologies.
But at GPD, there is a great degree of
interaction—people discussing all the
different technologies and the oppor-
tunities they present. It’s not just, ‘Here’s
our product,and here’s what it does’ It’s,
‘here is the potential of this technology,
and here is what we can make of it”

Bartoe adds, “GPD has evolved into
a unique, fully integrated gathering
of global glass professionals, and they
have succeeded to make it enjoyable
and socially comfortable. Jorma Vit-
kala and his staft deserve congratula-
tions for providing this unique forum
for our industry. I will not miss the
25th anniversary of GPD”

the author

Ellen Rogers is the

editor of USGlass

magazine. Follow

her on Twitter @

EllenGRogers and

like her on Facebook
at usgellenrogers to receive
updates.
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